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of the Ibsen play were Philadelphia, Washington, Balti-
more, Chicago and St. Louis.1

So little did the public know of the drama that in
Philadelphia, where it was played to the largest audience
of the series, the majority of those present were children
accompanied by their nurses and the sidewalk outside
the theatre was lined with perambulators.

For several years Mansfield by virtue of being himself,
had been building up a reputation for eccentricity. His
curtain speeches especially were regarded as abnormal.
The fact is he never appreciated the compliment in the
call for a speech. To him it savoured of a bargainer who
wanted yet more for his money. In any event, he felt
it was divested of distinction because at the time every
farceur who pleased, was expected to add five or ten
minutes of monologue before the curtain to his entertain-
ment. As a rule, he conformed with success to what he
regarded as humbuggery, but his practical sense and his
sense of humour did at times run away with him. Then
he abandoned the conventional mockery of deep emotion,
and under a transparent veil of irony, took liberties
with himself and the audience. There was no malice
in what he said and his auditors, in general, found
his satire refreshing. But the smug and literal-minded
made a great pretence of being offended and endowed

1 The cast of these first performances of "A Doll's House" included these
names:

Thorvald Helmer

Nils Krogstad

Dr. Rank

Porter

Mrs. Linden

Ellen

Mary Ann

Little Bob

Emmie

Nora

Mr. Atkins Lawrence,

Mr, Merwyn Dallas.

Mr. Hubert Drucc.

Mr. F. King.

Miss Helen Glidclen.

Miss Russell.

Miss M'uire.

Miss Nellie Bowman.

Miss Emma Bowman.

Miss Beatrice Cameron.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